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Fig.1  Configuration and dimension of specimen for soldering  
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Fig.2  Schematic diagram of the soldering process 
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Fig.3  Schematic of R

rms

 at the solder joint interface 
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 4  ��-����� Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu��������� EDS� XRD�  

Fig.4  Microstructure and EDS-XRD analysis of Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu solder joints under external energy: (a) microstructure of 

solder joint, (b) EDS results of point A, and (c) XRD pattern of solder joint 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 5  !"��� Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu�����#$���� 

Fig.5  Microstructure of Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu solder seam under external energy: (a) conventional soldering, (b) with ultrasonic  

wave (USW) and electric field (E) assisting, and (c) the microstructure of the deep-etched solder joints 
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 6  !"��� Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu��+, IMC-. 

Fig.6  SEM images of IMCs at the interface of Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu solder joints: (a) conventional soldering, (b) with USW 

assisting, (c) with USW and E assisting, (d) top-view of conventional soldering, (e) top-view of solder joints with USW assisting, 

and (f) top-view of solder joints with USW and E assisting 
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Table 1  Thickness, roughness and grain size of interfacial IMC for Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu joints (µm) 

Solder joints IMC thickness IMC roughness Grain size of IMC 

Conventional solder joints 4.3 2.6 3.4 

USW assisted solder joints 3.6 1.9 3.0 

USW and E assisted solder joints 3.0 1.7 2.7 
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Fig. 7  Effect of external energy on the interfacial IMC thickness, 

roughness and shear strength of Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE- 

0.05Ni/Cu joints 
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 8  !"��� Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu����9:-.�;-<=>9?@A 

Fig.8  Fracture morphology of Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu joints under external energy: (a) conventional soldering, (b) with USW 

assisting, (c) with USW and E assisting, and (d) schematic of ductile-brittle mixed fracture  
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Table 2  EDS results of A , B and C points in Fig.8 
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Abstract: The Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu solder joints were fabricated by the ultrasonic wave (USW) and electric field (E) assisted 

soldering technique. The microstructure and mechanical properties of the solder joints were analyzed by the scanning electron microscope 

(SEM), energy dispersive spectrometer (EDS) and X-ray diffraction (XRD). Results show that the USW or the USW-E have great influence 

on the microstructure of the solder joints. The USW or USW-E assisted soldering technique refines microstructure of the 

Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu solder joints and promotes the proportion of eutectic structure, as well as reduces the average thickness, 

roughness and grain size of interfacial IMC. The shear strength of the Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu soldering joints under the USW-E 

assisted soldering is closely related to the roughness of interfacial IMC layer. The USW plays an important role in the decrease of 

roughness of the interfacial IMC during the USW-E assisted soldering. Compared with shear strength of the traditional soldering joints, an 

increment of 24.1% in shear strength of the soldering joints is achieved with the USW-E assisted soldering. With applying the USW or the 

USW-E, the fracture path of the Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni/Cu soldering joints transfers from the interfacial transitional region composed 

of soldering seam and interfacial IMC layer to the side of soldering seam. The fracture mechanism of the soldering joints obtained by the 

USW or the USW-E assisted soldering are brittle-ductile mixed fracture with the cleavage of interfacial (Cu,Ni)

6

Sn

5

 IMC and the 

cleavage-dimple of soldering seam, which increases the proportion of ductile fracture zone and the shear strength of soldering joints.  

Key words: Sn2.5Ag0.7Cu0.1RE0.05Ni solder; USW-E external energy; soldering joint; microstructure; properties 
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