Rare Metal Materials and Engineering
Volume 51, Issue 4, April 2022
Available online at www.rmme.ac.cn

(1111 .
9‘3 Science Press

Cite this article as: Lan Li, Xiang Junhuai, Huang Long, et al. Synthesis of Sr-modified Pd-Rh Bimetallic

Catalyst with Advanced Three-Way Catalytic Performance[J]. Rare Metal Materials and Engineering, 2022, 51

(04): 1231-1238.

Synthesis of Sr-modified Pd-Rh Bimetallic Catalyst with
Advanced Three-Way Catalytic Performance

Lan Li"?, Xiang Junhuai’,
Chen Shanhu’®

Huang Long’,

Huang Xin’®,

Zhou Weiqgi’, Li Hongmei’, Zhu Yi*,

" College of Materials and Mechatronics, Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University, Nanchang 330013, China; ? College of Food and

Bioengineering, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610064, China; ° College of Mechanical Engineering, Chengdu University, Chengdu 610064,

China; * College of Chemistry Biology and Environment, Yuxi Normal University, Yuxi 653100, China; °College of Chemistry and Chemical
Engineering, Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University, Nanchang 330013, China

Abstract: A series of SrO-modified Pd-Rh/AlO, catalysts were synthesized by co-impregnation technique, i.e., Sr precursor was

introduced into the mixed salt solution of Pd and Rh prior to their impregnation on Al,O, powders. The results reveal that owing to the

diffusion barrier effect of SrO, the introduction of appropriate amount of SrO (1wt%~2wt%) can increase the dispersion of Pd and Rh,

as well as improve the hydrothermal stability of the catalyst. After hydrothermal aging treatment, higher dispersion and more active

oxidation state of Pd and Rh are maintained. Consequently, modified reduction capability and improved three-way catalytic

performance can be obtained for the appropriate SrO-modified Pd-Rh/AlLO, catalyst. However, when excessive amount of SrO is

introduced, plenty of surface sites on AL,O, support will be occupied, and new SrAl,O, phase is generated, leading to adverse effect

instead. To sum up, the catalyst modified by 2wt% SrO exhibits the best three-way catalytic performance, by which after
hydrothermal aging treatment, the light-off temperatures of CO, HC and NO are 23, 15 and 27 °C lower than those by bare Pd-Rh/

ALO, catalyst.
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Owing to the prominent efficiency to simultaneously
eliminate the three main contaminants (CO, HC and NO) in
exhaust emissions of gasoline engine vehicles, installation of
three-way catalytic converters has become an universally
applied approach to control emissions in exhaust gas

aftertreatment industry"™,

Generally speaking, three-way
catalysts (TWCs) are usually composed of platinum group
metals (PGMs) dispersed in support materials (such as high-
surface-area ALO, material) ©”. In practical application of
TWCs, Pd is widely used as an active component owing to
their outstanding oxidation activity to HC/CO and prominent
high-temperature aging resistance, while Rh is often also
indispensable on account of its excellent NO purification
performance”. Pd-Rh  bimetallic catalyst has been

demonstrated to be currently the most commonly applied
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commercial TWC system”'""?

. In recent years, persistent
increase of the price of Pd and Rh brings about more and
more cost pressure. Therefore, to develop Pd-Rh catalysts
with improved three-way catalytic performance by promoting
the high dispersion and modifying the oxidation state of noble
metals in the support materials is in urgent demand, so that the
usage amount of Pd and Rh can be befittingly lowered for cost
reduction.

It is well known that the introduction of rare earth and
alkaline earth metal oxides, such as La,0O,, CeO,, Pr,O,,, BaO,
SrO, CaO, into the supported noble metal catalyst systems,
has been reported by many researchers to have the ability to
promote the dispersion and to modify the chemical state of the
active components, as well as to enhance the thermal stability
of the support materials and the catalysts, which consequently

11>

Foundation item: Key Research and Development Program of Sichuan Science and Technology Department (2019YFS0513); National Natural Science Foundation of

China (21962021)

Corresponding author: Chen Shanhu, Ph. D., Senior Engineer, College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Jiangxi Science and Technology Normal University,

Nanchang 330013, P. R. China, E-mail: 1020200503 @jxstnu.edu.cn

Copyright © 2022, Northwest Institute for Nonferrous Metal Research. Published by Science Press. All rights reserved.



1232 Lan Li et al. / Rare Metal Materials and Engineering, 2022, 51(4):1231-1238

13221 1

contributes to their improved catalytic performance
addition, the additives may also act as other electron promoter
or NO, adsorbent to effectively promote the NO, purification
performance**?", In practical application, SrO has been
applied as auxiliaries in TWC, while the detailed influence of
SrO on the properties of the catalysts has seldom been
reported. In addition, the aforementioned additives are most
commonly introduced during the preparation of the support
materials, or introduced into the catalyst system prior to the
impregnation of noble metals, or introduced into the as-
prepared noble metal catalyst. In this work, SrO-modified Pd-
RW/ALQO, catalyst was synthesized by co-impregnation of
appropriate amount of Sr and Pd, Rh precursors on AlO,
support, and the influence of SrO on the physicochemical
properties of the catalyst was investigated, so that Pd-Rh
bimetallic catalyst catalytic
performance can be achieved.

with advanced three-way

1 Experiment

1.1 Synthesis of Pd-Rh bimetallic three-way catalysts

A Pd-Rh/ALO, catalyst without the participation of SrO
was prepared by a co-impregnation method. The y -AlO,
powders were supplied by Solvay Company. The precursors
of Pd and Rh, i.e., PA(NO,), solution and Rh(NO,), solution,
were both purchased from Shanghai Jiuyue Chemical Co.,
Ltd, and the concentrations of Pd and Rh in the salt solutions
were 8.47wt% and 15.00wt% , respectively. In addition, the
loading contents of Pd and Rh on Al,O, were controlled at
2wt% and 1wt% , respectively. The detailed synthesis
procedure was as follows: firstly, 2.36 g of Pd(NO,), solution
and 0.67 g of Rh(NO,), solution were placed in a glass beaker;
after blended thoroughly, 10 g of y -AlLO, powders were
introduced into the mixed solution, and evenly stirred for 20
min. The impregnated mixture was then submitted to drying at
100 °C for 3 h and calcined at 550 °C for 3 h to get the
catalyst powders. Afterwards, the catalyst powders were
introduced into distilled water and mixed thoroughly, and then
a slurry was obtained, which was subsequently coated onto a
cordierite monolith (400 cells/in’, Corning, USA), followed
by drying at 100 °C for 3 h and calcining at 550 °C for 3 h,
and hence the monolithic Pd-Rh/Al,O, catalyst was eventually
obtained, hereafter labeled as PdRh.

A series of SrO-modified Pd-Rh/ALO, catalysts were
synthesized by almost the same procedure as described above,
except that during the preparation of mixed solution of Pd and
Rh, required amount of Sr(NO,), aqueous solution was
introduced and blended together, i.e., a mixed solution of Pd,
Rh and Sr was impregnated onto the y -ALO, powders.
Certainly, the impregnation, drying and calcining processes,
along with the coating process, were all the same as those for
bare PdRh catalyst. And the obtained catalysts with SrO
content of 1wt%, 2wt%, 4wt%, 8wt% were named as Srl, Sr2,
Sr4 and Sr8, respectively.

Moreover, to estimate the hydrothermal aging resistance,
the as-prepared five catalysts were further submitted to

treating in an atmosphere composed of 10vol% H,O/air at
1000 °C for 5 h, and the obtained aged catalysts were corre-
spondingly marked as PdRha, Srla, Sr2a, Sr4a and Sr8a.

1.2 Characterization of the catalysts

The surface areas and pore volumes of the fresh and aged
catalysts were measured by an Autosorb SI Quantachrome
automated surface area and pore size analyzer. The samples
were firstly degassed under vacuum at 300 °C for 3 h and
then underwent a nitrogen adsorption-desorption procedure at
-196 °C.

Powder X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns were collected
using a Rigaku DX-2500 diffractometer. Cu Ka (1=0.154 nm)
was employed as the radiation source. The XRD patterns in
the 260 range of 10°~90° were collected with a step size of
0.02°.

Raman characterization was performed employing a
Renishaw inVia reflex Raman spectrometer. An excitation
wavelength of 532 nm was applied during the whole testing
process. The Raman spectra in the frequency range of 100~
1000 cm™ were recorded with a resolution of 1 cm™.

X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) analysis was
conducted on a British Kratos XSAM-800 electron spectros-
copy to investigate the surface of the various catalysts.
Monochromatic Al Ko (1486.6 eV) was chosen as the radia-
tion. The measured binding energies were calibrated using
C-1s (284.8 V) as the internal reference standard.

The transmission electron microscopy (TEM) observation
was carried out employing a ZEISS Libra 200 FE transmis-
sion electron microscope. Both TEM and HRTEM (high-
resolution TEM) images were observed with an accelerating
voltage of 200 kV during the experimental process.

Temperature-programmed reduction in H, was conducted to
evaluate the reduction features of the catalysts. Prior to the
reduction process, 0.1 g of catalyst powder was placed in a U-
type quartz tube, and N, was passed at 400 °C for 1 h. After
that the sample was cooled down to room temperature, and the
atmosphere was switched to a mixture of 5vol% H,/N,. The
reduction was then proceeded by raising the temperature at a
constant heating rate of 5 °C/min, and the H, consumption was
continuously monitored by a thermal conductivity detector
(TCD).

1.3 Measurement of three-way catalytic performance

The three-way catalytic activity was measured in a fixed-
bed continuous flow reactor. The monolithic catalyst was
placed at a specific region in the reactor with stable
temperature. The temperature was adjusted by a furnace
equipped with a temperature controller. A gas mixture which
simulated the actual exhaust gas emission from gasoline
engine vehicles was passed through. And the gas composition
was controlled as follows: 120 puL/L of C,H,, 240 pL/L of
C,H,, 5600 pL/L of CO, 1900 uL/L of H,, 1000 pL/L of NO,
12vol% CO,, and 10vol% H,O, O, (adjustable) and N, as the
balance. Before the measurement, the catalyst was pretreated
under reactive gas mixture at 550 °C for 1 h, and the concen-
tration of O, was adjusted to an appropriate value to ensure a
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stoichiometric air-to-fuel ratio condition. The light-off
performance of CO, HC and NO was evaluated by monitoring
the compositions of the inlet and outlet gas mixtures via

Antaris IGS-6700 FTIR (Thermo Fisher Scientific).
2 Results and Discussion

2.1 Surface areas and pore volumes

The specific surface areas (Sy;;) and pore volumes of the
fresh and aged catalysts are displayed in Fig.1. As can be seen
therein, for the fresh samples, the introduction of SrO into the
PdRh catalyst results in somewhat lower surface areas and
pore volumes, especially for the samples with a comparatively
high content of SrO, which may be due to the fact that
excessive SrO will occupy a large amount of the surface of
Al O, support. However, it is also noticed that the introduction
of appropriate amount of SrO seems to be beneficial to the
hydrothermal stability of the catalyst, and the surface areas
and pore volumes of Srla and Sr2a are a bit larger than those
of bare PdRha. Whereas excessive amount of SrO presents
inversely negative influence on the textural properties of the
catalysts.

2.2 XRD characterization results

The XRD patterns of the fresh and aged catalysts are
displayed in Fig.2. Only two phases, y-ALO, and PdO can be
identified from Fig. 2a, and no obvious differences can be
found for the fresh samples, indicating that the introduction of
SrO exerts little influence on the phase of the PdRh catalyst.
However, after hydrothermal aging treatment, significant
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Fig.1 Sepcific surface areas (Sy.;) and pore volumes of the fresh

and aged catalysts

differences can be found from Fig.2b. Phase transformation of
y-Al 0O, to transitional 9-Al,O, takes place during the hydro-
thermal aging process, and a new phase, SrAl,O, appears
when the content of SrO is above 4wt%. Under this condition,
the newly formed SrAl,O, may be distributed on the surface of
AlO,, which consequently brings about blockage of the pores,
and is in good agreement with the obviously declined surface
areas and pore volumes. In addition, with regard to the noble
metal species, besides for PdO, characteristic peaks of
Sr8a,
demonstrating that the introduction of excessive amount of

metallic Pd are also observed, especially for
SrO is detrimental to the maintenance of high dispersion and
oxidative state of Pd species.
2.3 Raman characterization results

Fig. 3 presents the Raman spectra of the fresh and aged
catalysts. Therein the most intense band located at 648 cm™ is
recognized as PdO phase, which also produces plenty of weak
peaks in the frequency range of 100~1000 cm P It is
generally considered that the position and intensity of the
principal peak of PdO are associated with the oxygen state,
particle size and concentration of PdO species in the catalysts.
For the fresh samples, it is found from Fig.3a that when the
content of SrO is smaller than 4wt%, the intensity of the PdO
peak at 648 cm for the SrO-modified samples is similar to
that of bare PdRh, while Sr8 exhibits an obviously weaker
peak at 648 cm’, indicating that Sr8 possesses obviously
smaller amount of PdO species, which is disadvantageous to
the three-way catalytic activity. After hydrothermal aging
treatment, remarkable peak sharpening can be observed for all
samples, which is indicative of particle aggregation of PdO
species to large extent. However, it should be pointed out that
although the particle sizes of the noble metal species for Srla
and Sr2a are smaller than that for bare PdRha (as confirmed
by the following TEM observation results), the principal PdO
peak shows similar intensities for the three samples, implying
that more PdO species are present in Srla and Sr2a. Whereas
Sr4a and Sr8a possess lower content of PdO species. That is,
the introduction of appropriate amount of SrO can help Pd
species to stay at a more active PdO state, which is con-
sequently beneficial to the three-way catalytic performance.
2.4 XPS analysis results

The surface concentrations of Pd and Rh derived from XPS
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Fig.3 Raman spectra of the fresh (a) and aged (b) catalysts

analysis are illustrated in Fig. 4. As can be seen therein,
compared with bare PdRh, Sr1 and Sr2 display higher surface
concentrations of Pd and Rh. In other words, introduction of a
small amount of SrO into the PdRh catalyst can facilitate the
dispersion of noble metal species on the surface. However,
when the content of SrO further increases, the surface
concentrations of Pd and Rh gradually decrease. After
hydrothermal aging treatment, the surface concentration of Pd
obviously decreases to a large extent for all catalysts,
indicating that severe aggregation of Pd species occurs.
Notwithstanding, it is also worth noting that the surface
concentration of Rh for the aged catalysts appears to be
similar to that for the fresh counterparts, which can be
interpreted by the fact that although the catalysts undergo
aggregation of Rh species as well, Rh species have larger
tendency to locate at the outer surface of the catalysts. In
addition, it can be also deduced from Fig.4 that introduction
of appropriate amount of SrO into the PdRh catalyst can help
to maintain higher surface concentrations of Pd and Rh, and
on the whole, Sr2a behaves the best among various aged
catalysts.

To better clarify the chemical state of Pd and Rh species,
the Pd 3d and Rh 3d XPS spectra are displayed in Fig.5. It can
be seen that the Pd 3d curves can be fitted into four peaks,
while the Rh 3d curves are generally deconvoluted into six
peaks, upon which the Pd** and Rh’" fractions can be
calculated based on the peak areas of different Pd and Rh
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Fig.4 Surface concentrations of Pd and Rh for the fresh and aged

catalysts

species. And the obtained results are illustrated in Fig. 6,
wherein it is found that the five fresh catalysts possess similar
Pd* fractions, while an increasing tendency of the Rh*
fraction is observed when the content of SrO gradually
increases, indicating that the introduction of SrO can help
more Rh species to stay at oxidative Rh® state. After
hydrothermal aging treatment, it is found that as the content of
SrO increases, both the Pd* fraction and the Rh’* fraction
show a tendency of firstly increasing and then decreasing.
That is, the introduction of appropriate amount of SrO into the
PdRh catalyst is beneficial to maintain more active oxidation
states of Pd and Rh species during hydrothermal aging
treatment, consequently contributing well to the three-way
catalytic performance. Whereas excessive amount of SrO will
inversely produce adverse effect.

2.5 TEM and HRTEM observations

Fig.7 and Fig.8 present TEM and HRTEM images of the
five aged catalysts respectively. It is observed from Fig.7 that
the rod-like particles are identified as ALO,, and the dark
particles distributed on Al,O, are mainly noble metal species.
It is worth noting that Srla and Sr2a possess smaller particle
sizes of noble metal species, while Srd4a and Sr8a inversely
show increasing particle size of noble metal species. In other
words, introduction of appropriate amount of SrO can help
maintain relatively higher dispersion of Pd and Rh on ALO,
upon hydrothermal aging treatment, which may be ascribed to
the diffusion barrier effect of the SrO additive. In addition,
when more SrO is introduced, it may occupy plenty of surface
sites on AlLO,, which is contrarily disadvantageous to the
dispersion of Pd and Rh.

From Fig. 8a, and Fig. 8a,, it can be observed that large
particles of metallic Pd and reduction-resistive RhO, species
are found in PdRha, meaning that during hydrothermal aging
process, transformation of Pd and Rh species into more
taken place, which will
consequently give rise to catalyst deactivation of PdRha to a
large extent. Fortunately, when appropriate amount of SrO is
introduced, higher hydrothermal stability of the catalyst is

inactive oxidation states has

achieved. As can be seen in Fig. 8b,, 8b,, 8c,, 8c,, smaller
particle sizes of noble metal species are observed, the majority
of which are in more active oxidation states, i.e., PdO and
Rh,0,. Under this condition, improved three-way catalytic
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performance of Srla and Sr2a is anticipated. However, when
the content of SrO exceeds 4wt%, as mentioned above, a large
amount of SrO species may occupy plenty of surface sites on
AlLO, support, which is detrimental to the dispersion and
hydrothermal stability of the catalyst, that is, noble metal
species on Sr4a and Sr8a are more easily to agglomerate and
to transform into inactive states.
2.6 H,-TPR studies

The reduction profiles of the catalysts are depicted in Fig.9.

As can be seen from Fig.9a, the reduction of PdRh occurs at
two temperature regions, and the main reduction peak is
located at around 50~100 °C, which is attributed to the reduc-
tion of PdO species™. In addition, the comparatively weak
reduction peak at above 300 ° C should be ascribed to the
reduction of Rh,0, species on the surface of ALO,"*". After
SrO is introduced into the PdRh catalyst system, the reduction
characteristics of the samples with a low content of SrO (Srl,
Sr2) appear to be similar to that of bare PdRh. But when the
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content of SrO exceeds 4wt% , the reduction of PdO is
obviously weakened. Whereas the reduction of Rh,O, seems
to be promoted, implying that the interaction between Rh and
Al,O, may be retarded by the additive SrO, which results in
the presence of more Rh* species (as confirmed by the XPS
analysis results), and is consequently beneficial to the
reduction capability.

After hydrothermal aging treatment, the reduction features
of the aged catalysts are intrinsically different from those of
their fresh counterparts. As displayed in Fig. 9b, the most
obvious difference is that the reduction of Rh,O; species is
absent in the experimental temperature range, which is in
good consistency with the results of Rh/ALO, catalyst®".
When it comes to the reduction of PdO species, it is found that
owing to the severe aggregation and transformation of Pd
species to more irreducible state upon hydrothermal aging
treatment, the reduction of PdO for bare PdRha obviously
shifts towards higher temperature. Fortunately, Srla and Sr2a
exhibit improved hydrothermal stability, the reduction of
which occurs at almost the same temperature as that of fresh
Srl and Sr2, and the peak intensities are significantly higher
compared with those of Sr4a and Sr8a. In summary, among

the five aged catalysts, Srla and Sr2a possess the best
reduction capability, which is beneficial to their three-way
catalytic reaction process.

2.7 Three-way catalytic activity evaluation results

The three-way catalytic activity evaluation results,
represented by the light-off temperatures of CO, HC and NO
over the fresh and aged catalysts, are presented in Fig.10. As
shown in Fig.10a, Srl and Sr2 exhibit slightly lower light-off
temperatures of CO, HC and NO, which can be ascribed to the
higher dispersion of Pd and Rh species. However, when
comparatively higher content of SrO is introduced, plentiful
surface sites of AlL,O, will be occupied by excessive SrO,
which is disadvantageous to the high dispersion of Pd and Rh,
and thus the inferior three-way catalytic performance of Sr4
and Sr8 is reasonable.

A comparison in Fig.10a and Fig.10b reveals that the light-
off temperatures of CO, HC and NO become obviously higher
for the aged catalysts and it can be deduced that hydrothermal
aging treatment brings about catalyst deactivation to different
extents. As shown in Fig.10b, as the content of SrO gradually
increases, the light-off temperatures of CO, HC and NO firstly
decrease and subsequently increase, and on the whole, Sr2a
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possesses the best three-way catalytic performance. That is,
the catalyst modified by appropriate amount of SrO owns
the highest hydrothermal stability. The following reasons
are considered responsible for this phenomenon. (1) Owing
to the diffusion barrier function of SrO, aggregation of
species inhibited, and
consequently higher dispersion of Pd and Rh species is
maintained upon hydrothermal aging process, which can
provide more active sites to proceed the three-way catalytic
reactions. (2) The introduction of appropriate amount of

noble metal can be effectively

SrO have the ability of helping Pd and Rh species to stay
at more active oxidation states (PdO and Rh,0,), which is
beneficial to the catalytic performance. (3) The physico-
chemical property of SrO is similar to that of BaO, so
similar to BaO, SrO may also act as a NO adsorbent. In
this way, the contact time between the reaction gas and the
catalyst will be prolonged, which can further facilitate the
catalytic reaction process.

3 Conclusions

1) Introduction of appropriate amount of SrO can facilitate
the high dispersion of Pd and Rh species on ALO,, and
enhanced hydrothermal stability can be achieved owing to the
diffusion barrier function of SrO. That is, higher dispersion
and more favorable oxidation states of Pd and Rh species are
maintained for the modified catalyst after hydrothermal aging
treatment.

2) SrO may act as a NO adsorbent. Through effective
adsorption of NO species, the contact time between the
reaction gas and the catalyst can be prolonged, which can also
facilitate the catalytic reaction process, and further detailed
research is needed to verify this issue.

3) When excessive amount of SrO is introduced, a large
amount of SrO may occupy plenty of the surface sites of
AlO,, and new phase of SrAl,O, is generated after aging
treatment, which is detrimental to the dispersion of Pd and Rh
species, and the corresponding catalysts behave undesirable
hydrothermal stability. On the whole, after hydrothermal
the PdRh/ALO, catalyst modified by
appropriate amount of SrO (2wt% ) exhibits excellent reduc-
tion capability and superior three-way catalytic performance.

aging treatment,
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