Rare Metal Materials and Engineering
Volume 51, Issue 5, May 2022
Available online at www.rmme.ac.cn

(1111 .
9‘3 Science Press

Cite this article as: Ding Xia. Influence of Phosphating Temperature on Microstructure and Corrosion

Resistance of Phosphate Chemical Conversion Coating on Sintered Nd-Fe-B Permanent Magnets[J]. Rare

Metal Materials and Engineering, 2022, 51(05): 1627-1636.

Influence of Phosphating Temperature on Microstructure
and Corrosion Resistance of Phosphate Chemical Conver-
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Abstract: The effect of phosphating temperature on formation, microstructure, and corrosion resistance of the phosphate chemical
conversion (PCC) coatings and that on the magnetic property of the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets were investigated. The
results show that the coating mass is increased slightly with increasing the phosphating temperature. The scanning electron
microscope observation demonstrates that PCC coatings have blocky structure with the grain size of 5~10 um. The analyses of energy
dispersive spectra and Fourier transform infrared spectrometer spectra reveal that the coatings are mainly composed of neodymium
phosphate hydrate, praseodymium phosphate hydrate, and a small amount of iron phosphate hydrate. The oxygen and phosphorous
elements in PCC coatings are mainly distributed on the grain surface, while the iron element is mainly concentrated at the grain
boundaries. The distribution of neodymium and praseodymium is relatively uniform. The electrochemical analysis and static
immersion corrosion test show that PCC coatings prepared at different temperatures can effectively improve the corrosion resistance
of the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets. The coatings prepared at 70 °C exhibit a better corrosion resistance due to the uniform
and dense microstructure. Although the magnetic properties of the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets with PCC coatings are
decreased, those with PCC coatings prepared at 70 °C are relatively fine. The optimal phosphating temperature of 70 °C for the
sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets is determined.
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Sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnet is a rare earth
permanent magnetic material with high remanence (11 kG),
high coercivity (1.03 MA/m)", and maximum energy product
(286~398 kJ/m’)®, which is widely used in the electrical
instruments, communication, new energy vehicles, and other
fields because of its excellent magnetic properties. However,
the sintered Nd-Fe-B magnets easily suffer corrosion under
the aggressive environment because of the high
electrochemical activity of the Nd-rich phase and the porous
structure. Therefore, a protective coating through the surface
modification is crucial for Nd-Fe-B magnets. In recent years,
various protective coatings have been prepared on the surface
of sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets, such as aluminum-

sol coating®™, diamond-like carbon coating', magnetron
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sputtering multilayer coating®™, and amorphous SiO, coating™.
However, these coatings have the disadvantages of complex
preparation, high cost, and weak adhesion.

The phosphate chemical conversion (PCC) is a surface
treatment technique to form the non-conductive pyknotic
phosphate coatings on the metal surface through the chemical
and electrochemical reactions. PCC plays a significant role in
the improvement of surface corrosion resistance owing to its
low-cost, rapid coating formation, good adhesion, and easy
availability for treatment of irregular surface”™. At present,
PCC is mainly applied to conventional metal materials, such
-1 214 and aluminum
alloy"*'", However, the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets
treated by PCC are relatively rarely reported.

as steel materials”""!, magnesium alloys!

Foundation item: Shandong Provincial Natural Science Foundation, China (ZR2019BEMO014); Doctoral Scientific Research Foundation of Shandong Management

University (SDMUD201719)

Corresponding author: Ding Xia, Ph. D., Lecturer, School of Intelligent Engineering, Shandong Management University, Jinan 250357, P. R. China, E-mail:

14438120160212@sdmu.edu.cn

Copyright © 2022, Northwest Institute for Nonferrous Metal Research. Published by Science Press. All rights reserved.



1628 Ding Xia. / Rare Metal Materials and Engineering, 2022, 51(5):1627-1636

Furthermore, the researches mainly focus on the effect of
additives and auxiliary means on the microstructure and
corrosion resistance of PCC coatings. Saliba-Silva” and
Takeuchi" et al investigated the effects of molybdate,
tungstate, and other composites on the corrosion resistance of
PCC coatings, and found that when the phosphating duration
is 4 h, a small amount of molybdate can slightly improve the
corrosion resistance of phosphate coatings. However, when
the phosphating duration extends to 18 h, the addition of
molybdate may in reverse reduce the corrosion resistance. The
addition of tungstate can effectively improve the corrosion
resistance of PCC coatings, because the tungstate can adhere
to the substrate through the holes on the coatings, therefore
repairing the defects of phosphate coatings on the magnet
surface. Cerium can also increase the corrosion resistance”.
Kosobudskii et al®” studied the Nd-Fe-B magnets after
ultrasonic phosphating, and found that the high-frequency
phosphating can better enhance the growth rate and corrosion

resistance of the coatings. Sun et al®

investigated the
corrosion behavior of Nd-Fe-B magnet with and without
ultrasonic phosphating coatings prepared at room temperature.
The combination of phosphating treatment with ultrasonic
improves the corrosion resistance of Nd-Fe-B magnet. The
phosphate coating after ultrasonic treatment is more
homogeneous and compact.

However, the effect of phosphating temperature is rarely
investigated. For an endothermic reaction, raising the
temperature benefits the chemical conversion. The coating
formation speed and the coating mass can be increased if the
temperature rises properly, because the surface activity of the
material is enhanced. However, the precipitation may occur in
the conversion solution at excessively high temperature,
which will not only waste the coating-forming ions, but also
coarsen the coating grains and reduce the coating corrosion
resistance. If the conversion temperature is too low, the
chemical conversion reaction cannot proceed sufficiently,
resulting in the incomplete covering for the substrate surface
or even the fact that PCC coatings cannot be formed™. The
corrosion resistance of PCC coatings is affected by several
parameters, such as coating mass and structure
homogeneity*”. Thus, the uniform coating with high coating
mass and low porosity can improve the corrosion resistance,
which is also the aim of the surface modification. In addition,
the magnetic properties of sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets are greatly affected by the temperature. Wang et al®™
studied the effect of temperature on the magnetic properties of
sintered 33EH Nd-Fe-B high-performance permanent magnet,
and found that the magnetic remanence and the maximum
magnetic energy product of the magnets are decreased
obviously with increasing the temperature. When the Nd-Fe-B
magnet is heated from room temperature to 100 ° C, a
reduction ratio of 7.6% and 14.9% for remanence and
maximum energy product appears, respectively. When the
temperature is further raised, these properties are decreased
even obviously”. Therefore, the temperature should be
strictly controlled in the process of chemical conversion.

In this research, the microstructures and properties of
fabricated at different
temperatures were investigated, and the optimum temperature
for PCC coating formation on the surface of the Nd-Fe-B
permanent magnets was determined.

phosphate  coatings conversion

1 Experiment

The commercially available N4OHCE Nd-Fe-B magnets
were used as the substrate with the size of 10 mmx10 mmx5
mm, 25 mmx25 mmx2 mm, and @10 mmx8 mm. Manganese
dihydrogen phosphate was used as the main coating forming
component in the phosphate solution with a small amount of
accelerator. Based on Ref.[25], the pH value of the phosphate
solution was 1.0.

The specimens were abraded using silicon carbide paper
and then degreased in alkaline degreaser at 60 °C for 15 min.
Then the pickling treatment with ultrasonic was conducted in
the solution of 1.5vol% nitric acid at room temperature for
100 s. After cleaning by deionized water for several times, the
specimens were immersed in the phosphate solution at 50~
90 °C for 20 min. Finally, the specimens were washed with
deionized water and dried by blowing air at room temperature.
The flow diagram for preparation of PCC coatings is shown in
Fig.1.

The TE214S analytical balance with the accuracy of +0.1
mg was used to measure the specimen mass. The coating mass
M (g'm’) can be calculated by Eq.(1), as follows:

m, —m,

M= M

where m, and m, are the mass (g) of the specimens before and
after the coatings are stripped, respectively; A4 is the area of the
substrates (m’). The coating stripping was conducted in a
solution of 100 g-L™' sodium hydroxide, 90 g-L™' ethylene
diamine tetraacetic acid (EDTA) tetrasodium, and 4 gL'
triecthanolamine at 90 ° C for 15 min. The process was
conducted over and over until the mass change of the
specimen was less than 0.1 mg. Each group was repeated five
times to characterize the dispersion degree of the experiment
results.

The microstructures and element distributions of PCC
coatings and the sintered Nd-Fe-B substrates were observed
using the SU-70 field emission scanning electron microscope
(FE-SEM) coupled with the energy dispersive spectrometer
(EDS.  Furthermore, the Fourier transform infrared
spectrometer (FTIR, BRUKER TENSOR 37) was used to
characterize the functional groups of PCC coatings with the
spectra range of 400~4000 cm™. The specimens for FTIR
analysis were prepared with the powder mixture of KBr and
PCC coatings scraped off from the Nd-Fe-B magnets.

‘Polishing HDegreasingH Rinsing H Pickling |
‘ Drying }-—{ Rinsing }-—4 ‘g}ﬁ?eri};gln

Rinsing ‘
Fig.l1 Flow diagram of preparation of PCC coatings
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The corrosion resistance of the specimens was evaluated by
the electrochemical tests with the classical three-electrode
cell. The platinum was used as the counter electrode, the
saturated calomel electrode (SCE) was used as the reference
electrode, and the uncoated or coated specimens with an
exposed area of 1 cm’ were used as the working electrode.
The corrosive medium was 3.5wt% sodium chloride solution.
The open circuit potential (OCP) and the potentiodynamic

the
room

were conducted using
(Parstat  2273) at
temperature. OCP was recorded as a function of time from 0 s

polarization ~measurement
electrochemical ~ workstation

to 1800 s for substrates and from 0 s to 1200 s for specimens
with PCC coatings. The potentiodynamic polarization curves
of the specimens were tested at a constant voltage scan rate of
5mV-s.

The static immersion corrosion test was also conducted to
assess the corrosion resistance of the bare Nd-Fe-B substrate
the specimens PCC different
phosphating temperatures. The corrosive medium was 3.5wt%
sodium chloride solution and the soak duration was 192 h.

and after treatment at

The corrosion rate v (mg:em™h™) can be calculated by
Eq.(2), as follows:
. M, - M,

= ()

where M, and M, are the mass (mg) of the specimens before

v

and after immersion, respectively; S is the exposed area of the
substrates (cm?); ¢ is the soak duration.

The magnetic properties, including intrinsic coercivity,
remanence, maximum energy product, and squareness, of Nd-
Fe-B magnets with and without PCC coatings were measured
at room temperature by NIM-2000 magnetic measuring
instrument (National Institute of Metrology of China). At least
five specimens were examined under each condition to
acquire the mean value and standard deviation.

2 Results and Discussion

2.1 Coating mass

The coating mass is the prime factor to assess the quality of
phosphating bath®. The mass and thickness of PCC coatings
prepared at different phosphating temperatures for 20 min are
shown in Table 1. The coating thickness is obtained based
on the relationship between thickness and mass according to
Ref.[27]. Generally, the coating mass rather than the coating
thickness is more commonly used for evaluation”.

Intensity/a.u.

Table1 Mass and thickness of PCC coatings prepared at

different phosphating temperatures

Phosphating ) . Coating
Coating mass/g-m .
temperature/°C thickness/pm
50 3.93+0.07 3
60 4.14+0.07 3
70 4.16+0.08 3
80 4.21+0.18 3
90 4.37+0.22 3

It is clearly observed that the coating thickness of 3 pum
barely changes, but the coating mass is increased slightly from
3.93£0.07 g'm™ to 4.37+0.22 g'm” with increasing the
phosphating temperature from 50 °C to 90 °C, because the
low-energy points on the surface of sintered Nd-Fe-B
permanent magnets can be activated through temperature
rise™*. As a result, the number of nucleation points rises and
then the coating mass increases. The higher temperature can
benefit the formation of PCC coatings'”.

2.2 Microstructure characterization

FE-SEM image and EDS analysis of the Nd-Fe-B substrate
are shown in Fig.2. It can be seen that the sintered Nd-Fe-B
magnets are mainly composed of Nd,Fe,,B main phase (dark
part) and Nd-rich grain boundary phase (bright part) with a
few holes. Fig.2b reveals that the main constituent elements of
the magnets are Fe, Pr, Nd, a little Al, and a little O. The
aluminum is added to refine the grain and improve the
intrinsic coercivity of the magnets. Oxygen exists because of
the weak oxidation of Nd, Fe, and other elements.

Fig. 3 shows FE-SEM microstructures and corresponding
EDS analyses of PCC coatings prepared at different
phosphating temperatures for 20 min. It can be noticed that
the morphologies are basically the same. PCC coatings are
mainly composed of irregular block grains attached to the
surface of sintered Nd-Fe-B matrix with a grain size of 5~10
um. EDS results show that oxygen, phosphorus, neodymium,
praseodymium, and iron are the main constituent elements of
the coatings. It can be inferred that the main phases of PCC
the
praseodymium phosphate hydrate, and a small amount of iron

coatings  are neodymium  phosphate  hydrate,

phosphate hydrate. The phosphating temperature has a little
effect on the phase composition of PCC coatings on the
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Fig.2 FE-SEM image (a) and EDS point scanning analysis (b) of sintered Nd-Fe-B substrate
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surface of sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets.

In addition, Fig. 3 indicates that the conversion coating
prepared at the phosphating temperature of 50 °C has a rela-
tively large grain spacing. The density of PCC coatings is

Fig.3 FE-SEM microstructures (a~e) and corresponding EDS point scanning analyses (f~j) of Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared at

increased with

increasing the phosphating temperature.
However, when the temperature is elevated to 80 ° C, the
grains grow into different sizes and the surface roughness
increases. This may be caused by the dissolution and

Intensity/a.u.
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recrystallization of the coatings in the acidic conversion Fig. 4 shows the high-magnification FE-SEM images and
solution at higher temperatures®™*”. The coatings prepared at element distribution of PCC coatings prepared at different

60 and 70 °C are more uniform and denser, respectively. phosphating temperatures. It can be inferred that the elements

Fig.4 FE-SEM images at high magnification (a~e) and corresponding element distributions of rectangular areas in Fig.4a~4e (f~j) of Nd-Fe-B

magnets with PCC coatings prepared at different phosphating temperatures: (a, f) 50 °C, (b, g) 60 °C, (c, h) 70 °C, (d, i) 80 °C, and
(e,j) 90 °C
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exhibit the similar distribution regularity. The oxygen and
phosphorus are mainly distributed on the surface of the crystal
grains. However, the iron element is mainly concentrated at
the grain boundaries. The neodymium and praseodymium are
slightly less at the grain boundaries, but exhibit a relatively
uniform distribution.

2.3 Functional group characterization

FTIR spectra of PCC coatings obtained at different
temperatures are shown in Fig.5. All FTIR spectra of coatings
exhibit the typical absorption peak of PO, . The obvious
bending vibration peaks and the stretching vibration peaks
indicate that the coatings contain phosphate, which is
consistent with EDS results. The stretching vibration peaks at
3600~3300 cm™ correspond to -OH and those at about 1650
cm™' correspond to H,O, indicating the existence of hydrate in
PCC coatings. In addition, the strong absorption peaks at
about 1060 cm™ correspond to PO,”, while the absorption
peaks at 520 and 540 cm™' correspond to O=P=0.

2.4 Corrosion resistance evaluation

Fig. 6 shows the static immersion corrosion rates of
Nd-Fe-B substrate and Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings
prepared at different phosphating temperatures in 3.5wt%
sodium chloride solution. It can be seen that the fastest
corrosion rate of 0.0147+0.0034 mg-cm™-h™" occurs for the

Transmittance

HZO Po/t

-OH

4000 3200 2400 1600 800

-1
Wavenumber/cm

Fig.5 FTIR spectra of PCC coatings prepared at different

phosphating temperatures

3
S

e e e
N R O

S

Immersion Corrosion

Rate, v/x10”° mg-cm™?-h

N BN

Substrate 50 60 70 80 90
Phosphating Temperature/°C

Fig.6 Static immersion corrosion rates of Nd-Fe-B substrate and
Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared at different

phosphating temperatures

Nd-Fe-B substrate. When the phosphating temperature is 70 °C,
the lowest corrosion rate can be acquired. The corrosion rates
of other magnets with PCC coatings are similar, about 0.0038
mg-cm-h™', indicating that the temperature has a little effect
on the corrosion resistance of the Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC
coatings.

The change trends of OCP of Nd-Fe-B substrate and
Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared at different
phosphating temperatures in 3.5wt% sodium chloride solution
are shown in Fig. 7. It can be seen that OCP of sintered
Nd-Fe-B substrate is stable at around —0.955 V vs. SCE, while
that of sintered Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings is
relatively higher, suggesting that PCC coating can improve the
corrosion resistance of the Nd-Fe-B magnets. Among them,
the highest stable OCP value of PCC coating prepared at
70 °C represents the optimal corrosion resistance. When the
conversion temperature is 50 °C, the grain spacing of PCC
coating is larger, i.e., the density of PCC coating is reduced,
thereby weakening the corrosion resistance. When the
phosphating temperature increases to 80 and 90 °C, OCP of
the coatings fluctuates greatly, suggesting the poor stability of
the coatings prepared under these conditions. According to
Fig.3 and Fig.4, PCC coating prepared at 70 °C is denser and
more uniform in microstructure, which benefits the corrosion
resistance. When the phosphating temperature increases to
80 °C, the grains of PCC coating are no longer uniform, and
the surface dissolution leads to poor stability and inferior
corrosion resistance.

The potentiodynamic polarization curves of Nd-Fe-B
substrate and Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared
at different phosphating temperatures are presented in Fig. 8.
The corrosion potential £, and the corrosion current density
1. of the Nd-Fe-B substrate and Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC
coatings in the 3.5wt% sodium chloride solution are listed in
Table 2, which are calculated based on the data in Fig.8 by the
extrapolation method.

It can be found that E__ determined by OCP is higher than
that obtained by the polarization curves due to the scan rate
effect on the Tafel slopes and the disturbance of the charging
current®. Fig. 8 and Table 2 show that for the Nd-Fe-B
magnets with PCC coatings, their /

corr

is decreased and E_ is
increased, compared with those of the Nd-Fe-B substrate,
indicating that Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings have
better corrosion resistance than Nd-Fe-B substrate does. The
better corrosion resistance provided by PCC coatings is due to
the chemical stability of phosphate. With increasing the
phosphating temperature, the corrosion voltage of PCC
coatings is firstly increased and then decreased, while the
corrosion current is firstly decreased and then increased. This
result indicates that the corrosion resistance of PCC coatings
is increased firstly and then decreased with increasing the
phosphating temperature. The best corrosion resistance is
obtained when the phosphating temperature is 70 °C, which is
tightly
microstructure of PCC coating prepared at 70 ° C. But the
difference in corrosion resistance of PCC coatings prepared at

in accordance with the assembled  crystal
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Fig.7 OCPs of Nd-Fe-B substrate (a) and Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared at phosphating temperatures of 50 °C (b),
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Fig.8 Potentiodynamic polarization curves of Nd-Fe-B substrate
and Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared at different
phosphating temperatures

different temperatures is slight, which demonstrates that the
phosphating temperature has a little effect on the corrosion
resistance of PCC coating on the surface of the sintered Nd-
Fe-B permanent magnets.
2.5 Magnetic properties

The intrinsic coercivity, remanence, maximum energy
product, and squareness are the main technical indicators to
assess the magnetic properties of sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets. Fig.9 shows these magnetic properties of the Nd-Fe-B
substrate and Nb-Fe-B magnets with PCC coatings prepared
at different phosphating temperatures.

Owing to the corrosive action of the acidic conversion
solution, the magnetic properties of all Nd-Fe-B magnets after
PCC treatment are decreased to a certain degree. When the
magnets are immersed in the acidic chemical conversion

Table 2 Corrosion potential E

corr

I of Nd-Fe-B substrate and Nb-Fe-B magnets with

corr

and corrosion current density

PCC coatings prepared at different phosphating

temperatures in 3.5wt% sodium chloride solution

Phosphating N
temperature/°C E. /Vvs.SCE I, /uA-cm

Substrate -1.079+0.008 110.0+16.7

50 -1.049+0.021 28.35+3.14

60 -1.063+0.009 24.09+4.44

70 -1.035+0.003 20.24+3.42

80 -1.049+0.004 21.62+2.49

90 -1.057+0.010 28.64+3.26

solution, the active Nd-rich phase will dissolve. The lamellar
Nd-rich phase around the grain boundaries is beneficial to the
high coercivity of the Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets”". The
dissolution of the Nd-rich phase leads to the decrease in
intrinsic coercivity of the Nd-Fe-B magnets after PCC
treatment. Furthermore, the dissolution of the Nd-rich phase
results in the increase in porosity. The remanence and the
maximum energy product of the magnets are mainly affected
by the density””. As a result, the decrease in remanence and
maximum energy product is attributed to the diminution of the
magnet density. Besides, the Nd,Fe,,B main crystal phase may
also dissolve in or be corroded by the phosphating solution.
The reduction in density and the loss of Nd-rich phase and
Nd,Fe ,B main crystal phase lead to the decrease in magnetic
properties when the Nd-Fe-B magnets are corroded. In
addition, PCC treatment at different temperatures will
generate non-magnetic PCC coatings on the specimen surface,
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which can also decrease the magnetic properties of the
sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets.

It can also be seen from Fig.9 that there is slight change of
the magnetic properties of the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets after PCC treatment at different temperatures. The
magnetic properties of the Nd-Fe-B magnets are relatively
fine when the phosphating temperature is 70 °C.

In general, PCC coatings prepared at 70 °C have relatively
uniform microstructure and optimal corrosion resistance.
Therefore, 70 °C is the optimal phosphating temperature to
prepare PCC coatings on the sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets when the pH value of the conversion solution is 1.0.
2.6 Formation mechanism

Because the formation mechanism of chemical conversion
coatings is complex, there is no unified theory. According to
the mechanism of steel phosphating”***, the formation
process of PCC coatings on the surface of sintered Nd-Fe-B
permanent magnets should be divided into four stages
(Fig. 10): (1) matrix dissolution; (2) formation and crystalli-
zation of the amorphous phase; (3) grain growth and coating
formation; (4) dissolution and recrystallization of the
grains.

When the Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets are immersed in the
phosphating solution, the electrochemical corrosion occurs
due to different potentials of different phases. Nd**, Pr**, and
Fe’* are generated by the anodic reactions of neodymium,
praseodymium, and iron, respectively. Besides, the H" in the
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Fig.9 Magnetic properties of Nd-Fe-B substrate and Nb-Fe-B
magnets with PCC coatings prepared at different phosphating
temperatures: (a) remanence and maximum energy product;

(b) intrinsic coercivity and squareness
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Fig.10 Schematic diagrams of coating formation on the surface of
sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent magnets: (a) matrix dissolution;
(b) formation and crystallization of the amorphous phase; (c)
grain growth and coating formation; (d) dissolution and

recrystallization of the grains

solution is discharged at the cathode to generate hydrogen,
which leads to the decrease in H' content. As the original
dynamic balance is broken, a multistage hydrolysis of
phosphate radical occurs to form PO, consequently. When
the content of PO,”, Nd*", Pr’", and other cations in the
solution reaches the solubility product constant, the
amorphous precipitate is formed and deposited on the surface
of Nd-Fe-B substrate, as shown in Fig. 10a and 10b.
Subsequently, PCC coating nucleates and crystallizes from the
amorphous phase, which is the second stage of the coating
forming process.

With the phosphating process further proceeding, the grains
of PCC coatings continuously grow, and new crystal nuclei
are generated continually due to the continuous hydrolysis of
the phosphate radical in the conversion solution. Then PCC
coating is formed by the close packing of a large number of
grains, which is the stage of grain growth and coating
formation.

The acidity of the phosphating solution changes during the
continuous nucleation and growth of PCC coatings, resulting
in the dissolution of the coating grains. Furthermore, the H' in
the solution also corrodes the crystal faces with poor corrosion

resistance, leading to the preferential growth of the PCC
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coatings. Therefore, the new crystal nuclei are generated and
crystallize at the grains in PCC coatings, which is the process
of dissolution and recrystallization of the grains.

3 Conclusions

1) The coating mass is increased gradually with increasing
the phosphating temperature, but the increment is not
significant. All the phosphate chemical conversion (PCC)
coatings prepared at different temperatures have a blocky
structure, and the coatings prepared at 60 and 70 ° C are
relatively more uniform and denser. PCC coatings are mainly
composed of neodymium phosphate hydrate, praseodymium
phosphate hydrate, and a small amount of iron phosphate
hydrate. The phosphating temperature has a little effect on the
phase composition.

2) PCC coatings prepared at different temperatures can
effectively improve the corrosion resistance of the sintered
Nd-Fe-B  permanent magnets, and the phosphating
temperature has a little effect on the corrosion resistance. PCC
coatings prepared at 70 ° C exhibit the optimal corrosion
resistance due to the relatively uniform and dense
microstructure.

3) The magnetic properties of sintered Nd-Fe-B permanent
magnets are decreased after phosphating treatment. The
magnetic properties of the Nd-Fe-B magnets with PCC
coatings prepared at 70 °C are relatively fine.

4) The optimal phosphating temperature for sintered
Nd-Fe-B magnets to prepare PCC coatings is 70 °C when the

pH value of the solution is 1.0.
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BHUREXTERLE Nd-Fe-B ki & R A MR R L FHEUIR
4R LR LR R RN T 1 BE RO ST

T
(LAREH SR MR TSN, IR B 250357)

B OFE: BT BRI Be A BBk K B e R IR R LA A (PCCO EIITE AR WOV 45 A RIS e e LB X Tl A4l 28 RE FF) 52
Wi, G5RRW, REEBCREZRT R, FAORRERA . SR s R ], BB YUIREE M, o RSN 5~10 pme B
R A3 AR B 2T AR R R ], A B B IR K A BERERR SR A A B BRI SR A . FAL TR A4
BETLER EE A LE SRR, BROUR EEEE N E AL, BRI A LE B ). sk M RN S R R IR R W, AFIRE T
1) 2 (R e A R85 7T DA e e S B BRI /R T & e O PP BE o 72 70 °C R il 8 AL IR i T ARG 8%, BA BT m bl rERg. #
WAL G, A RIREPERES A T I, (HAZ 70 C R ALERRORE S PERERDGT LS o KL, 845 Nd-Fe-B /K A M s AL IR Z N 70 °C.
REIA): BRI K A s BRRRERALSAREAL: WRAIRUE, NN, TehiERE: RitvkRE

fEEM A T B, 2, 199044, 4, dHil, LWAREM AR TREYk, WA Gre 250357, E-mail: 14438120160212@
sdmu.edu.cn



