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Fig.1  Schematic of the water-cooling Cu-mold (a) in arc-melting 

furnace and samples cutting (b) of V
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Fig.2  Microstructures of V
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 alloy ingot: (a) bottom, (b) middle, and (c) top 
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Fig.3  SEM image (a) and EDS spectra of area 1 (b), area 2 (c), area 3 (d) for V
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 alloy ingot (middle position) 
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Fig.4  XRD patterns for three positions of V
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Fig.5  Measuring schematic using intercept method for secondary 

dendrite arm spacing λ 
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� 6  7�XY B=M@ T�8 V(Ti, Ni)NOP8P\]^ 

VFVss�defghk? d@ij λ 

Fig.6  Volume fraction of V(Ti, Ni) solid solution and second 

dendrite arm width (d) and spacing (λ) for B, M and T 

parts of alloy ingot 
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Table 1  Hardness of three positions of V
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Position Cooling rate Hardness, HV/MPa 
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� 7  400 }U B=M@ T 3¥qABC3-Ui¦� 

Fig.7  Curves of the hydrogen permeability as a function of 

time for B, M, and T samples 
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Fig.8  Relation curves between the volume fraction of the V(Ti, Ni) solid solution and hydrogen permeability at 400 } 

using three methods to fit: (a, b) exponential and (c) linear 
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Abstract: Effect of cooling rate on microstructures, hardness and hydrogen permeation properties of V

55

Ti

30

Ni

15

 alloys was investigated. 

The results indicate that the microstructures of the alloy consist of V(Ti, Ni) solid solution and NiTi and NiTi

2

 compounds. The cooling 

rate has significant effects on the microstructures and properties of V

55

Ti

30

Ni

15

 alloys. The volume fraction of V(Ti, Ni) solid solution and 

second dendrite arm width and spacing decrease with increasing in cooling rate. The hardness value increases with increasing cooling rate, 

but hydrogen permeability decreases. The hydrogen permeability of V

55

Ti

30

Ni

15

 alloy at 400 °C presents a linear relationship with the 

volume fraction of V(Ti, Ni) solid solution. The hydrogen permeability is not only related to the volume fraction of V(Ti, Ni) solid 

solution, but also to the content of Ti and Ni and the volume of phase boundaries in V

55

Ti

30

Ni

15

 alloy. 

Key words: multiphase V-Ti-Ni alloy; microstructure; hardness; hydrogen permeability 
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