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Table 1  Actual chemical composition of Mg alloys (ω/%) 

Alloy Zn Cu Fe Mg 

*Pure Mg - - 0.04 Bal. 

*Mg-3Zn 2.9 - - Bal. 

*Mg-5Cu - 4.73 - Bal. 

Mg-5Cu-3Zn 2.88 4.84 - Bal. 

�* : as a reference 
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± 1  CuEZnkh�l��+,\²³,RKL© EBSD± 

Fig.1  Colorful optical micrographs (a~d) and EBSD maps (e,f) 

of Mg alloys before and after Cu and Zn addition: (a) pure 

Mg, (b) Mg-Zn, (c, e) Mg-5Cu, and (d, f) Mg-5Cu-3Zn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

± 2  CuEZnkh�l+,\´µ^m¶· 

Fig.2  Average grain sizes of the Mg alloys before and after Cu 

and Zn addition  
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± 3  CuEZnkh�l��+,\ SEM¸ 

Fig.3  SEM images of the Mg alloys before and after Cu and Zn 

addition: (a) pure Mg, (b) Mg-Zn, (c) Mg-5Cu, and       

(d) Mg-5Cu-3Zn 
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± 4  CuEZnkh�l��+,\ XRD±¹ 

Fig.4  XRD patterns of the Mg alloys before and after Cu and Zn addition: (a) pure Mg, (b) Mg-Zn, (c) Mg-5Cu, and (d) Mg-5Cu-3Zn 
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Table 2  Lattice parameters and lattice distortion rate of α-Mg 

in different alloys 

Lattice constant/nm 

Alloy 

a c 

Lattice distortion 

rate/% 

*Pure Mg 0.320 761 0.520 342 0.066 (±0.0011) 

*Mg-3Zn 0.320 535 0.520 104 0.124 (±0.0012) 

*Mg-5Cu 0.320 478 0.520 522 0.083 (±0.0012) 

Mg-5Cu- 

3Zn 

0.320 300 0.520 422 0.100 (±0.0015) 

�* : a reference group 
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± 5  Mg-5CuEMg-5Cu-3Zn+,\ SEM¸ 

Fig.5  SEM images of the Mg alloys before and after Cu and Zn 

addition: (a, b) Mg-5Cu and (c, d) Mg-5Cu-3Zn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

± 6  3�+,\KL© EDS�yz± 

Fig.6  SEM images and EDS maps of Mg alloys: (a) Mg-3Zn,  

(b) Mg-5Cu, and (c) Mg-5Cu-3Zn  
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± 7  3�+,\KL©��	\ EDS	º»y¼ 

Fig.7  SEM images and EDS point analysis (mass fraction, %) of 

Mg alloys: (a) Mg-3Zn, (b) Mg-5Cu, and (c) Mg-5Cu-3Zn 
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Fig.8  TEM morphology, EDS analysis and SAED of the secondary 

phases in Mg-5Cu-3Zn alloys: (a) TEM bright filed image, 

(b, c) SAED of point A, (d) SAED of point B, and      

(e) SAED of point C 
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Fig.9  TEM morphology, EDS and SAED results of the granular 

precipitates in Mg-5Cu-3Zn alloys: (a) TEM bright filed 

image, (b) SAED of point A, and (c) SAED of point B 
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Fig.10  DSC curves of the Mg alloys before and after Cu and  

Zn addition 
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Table 3  Calculated Q value of different Mg alloys (K·(mass fraction%)
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Alloy *Pure Mg *Mg-3Zn *Mg-5Cu Mg-5Cu-3Zn 
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2.10 17.47 27.09 40.85 
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Table 4  Vickers hardness of α-Mg and secondary phase in 

different Mg alloys 

Vickers hardness, HV/�10 MPa 

Alloy 

Matrix Second phase Average 

*Pure Mg - - 29 (±1.5) 

*Mg-3Zn - - 49 (±2.4) 
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Mg-5Cu-3Zn 60 (±2.2) 66 (±2.3) 62 (±3.4) 
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Fig.11  Average Vickers hardness of the Mg alloys before 

and after Cu and Zn addition 
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Fig.13  Average ultimate tensile strength of the Mg alloys 

before and after Cu and Zn addition 
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Fig.14  Average elongation of the Mg alloys before and after Cu 

and Zn addition 
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Abstract: The microstructure (especially the second phase) of Mg-5Cu-3Zn was characterized by reference to Mg, Mg-5Cu and Mg-3Zn, 

and the fine grain mechanism of Cu and Zn was discussed. The results show that when Cu, Zn, Cu and Zn are added to pure Mg, the grains 

are transformed from columnar to equiaxed grains. The second phase of Mg-3Zn is distributed in the matrix in a granular manner, and the 

phase composition of the alloy is α-Mg+MgZn. The second phase in Mg-5Cu is reticulate, and the phase in the alloy is composed of 

α-Mg+CuMg

2

. The second phase at the Mg-5Cu-3Zn grain boundary shows two different morphologies i.e., the continuous block second 

phase of CuMg

2

 phase, and the discontinuous fishbone second phase of CuMgZn phase. The grain refinement mechanism of Zn on Mg is 

mainly the solute effect of Zn. The grain refining mechanism of Cu to Mg is mainly the solute effect of Cu element and the nailing effect 

of CuMg

2

 to grain boundary. The addition of Cu and Zn has a better effect on fine grains because of the complex solute effect of Cu and 

Zn and the stronger nailing effect of the second phase to grain boundary. 

Keywords: Mg-5Cu-3Zn alloy; grain refinement; secondary phase; characterization 
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