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Fig.1  The graphite mold of vertical centrifugal casting 
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Fig.2  Schematic drawing of titanium alloy castings: (a) cylindrical  

casting, (b) wedge casting, and (c) thin-walled casting 
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Fig.3  Scheme of ISM apparatus: (1) induction coil; (2) water 

cooled copper crucible; (3) melt; (4) skull; (5) guide plate; 

(6) mould; (7) centrifugal turntable; (8) dump device; (9) 

heat radiation pyrometer; (10) camera position; (11) inert 

gas entry hole; (12) air entry hole; (13) vacuum gage 

interface; (14) vacuum system interface 
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Table 1  Technological parameters used in the experiments 

Castings Gravity field Centrifugal field 

Rotational velocity /r·min

-1

 0 160 and 280 

Rotational direction / counter-clockwise 

Temperature of mould/� 25 25 
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Fig.4  Formation results of titanium alloy under different casting  

technologies: (a) gravity casting and (b) vertical 

centrifugal casting 
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Fig.5  Position of defects of titanium alloy castings at different  

rotational velocities: (a) 0 r/min, (b)160 r/min, and (c) 

280 r/min 
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Fig.6  The forming state of thin-walled titanium alloy casting 

at different rotational velocities: (a) 160 r/min and (b) 

280 r/min  
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Fig.7  Forming state of wedge titanium alloy casting at  

different rotational velocities: (a)0, (b) 160 r/min, 

and (c)280 r/min 
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Abstract: The filling and solidification process of titanium alloy melt in graphite mold was investigated in vertical centrifugal field and in 

gravity field, respectively. The results show that the process in the former is better than that in the later. The flowability and the filling 

ability of the melt in the centrifugal field are much improved, it is especially favorable for producing the castings with 3 mm thin wall. The 

mold can not be fully filled by the melt in the gravity field, in such case the filing resistance is larger than filling force. The full filling can 

be realized in the centrifugal field. By which the minimum wall thickness of a casting can reach 0.3 mm In addition, under the common 

action of Coriolis force and centrifugal force, the defects of titanium alloy casting decreases with increasing of rotational velocity. 

Key words: vertical centrifugal casting; filling; titanium alloy; solidification; casting characteristic 
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