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Fig.1  Morphologies of abnormal gas atomized TC4 powders: (a) wrapped, (b) twins, (c) ellipsoids, and (d) satellite powders 
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Fig.2  Surface micrographs of powders with different particle sizes: (a, b) 170 µm, (c) 85 µm, and (d) 38 µm 
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Fig.3  Microstructure characteristics of particles with different particle sizes: (a, d) 5250 µm, (b, e) 74~150 µm, and (c, f) 647 µm 
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Fig.4  CT scan and three-dimensional reconstructed topography of powders with different particle sizes: 

(a) 200 µm, (b) 210 µm, (c) 95 µm, and (d) 40 µm 
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Table 1  Porosities of TC4 powders as a function of particle size based on the three-dimensional reconstructed data 

Particle size/µm 228.2=11.8 171.7=7.6 99.7=5.5 44.3=6.0 

Porosity/% 2.5=0.3 0.6=0.1 0.4=0.1 0.1=0.1 
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Preparation of TC4 Powder for 3D Printing and 

Characterization of Synchrotron Radiation CT 

 

Zhao Shaoyang, Tang Huiping, Chen Gang, Yin Jing’ou, Wang Jian, Ge Yuan, Li Zengfeng, Tan Ping 

(State Key Laboratory of Porous Metal Materials, Northwest Institute for Nonferrous Metal Research, Xi’an 710016, China) 

 

Abstract: The spherical TC4 alloy powders were prepared by gas atomization. The surface and internal pore defects of TC4 alloy powders 

with different particle sizes were characterized by SEM, synchrotron radiation CT scanning and three-dimensional reconstruction. The 

experimental results show that the surface of the powder gradually changes from the condensed shrinkage trace to smooth surface with the 

decrease of particle size. The number and size of pores in powders also gradually decrease with the decrease of particle size. The formation 

of anomalous powders with the morphologies of wrapping, conjoined, ellipsoid and satellite is resulted from the difference of coagulation 

and spheroidization time and the different flight trajectories during the atomization process. The results of three-dimensional reconstruction 

by synchrotron radiation CT scanning show that the porosity and pore size of the powder increase with the increase of particle size.  

Key words: gas atomization; TC4 alloy powder; microstructure; synchrotron radiation CT scan 
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