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Table 1  Chemical composition of industrial pure 

zirconium (ω/%) 

Zr+Hf Fe+Cr Hf C N H O 

�99.2 0.2 4.5 0.050 0.010 0.005 0.10 
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Fig.1  Sample preparation method and shape size of tensile- 

tensile fatigue specimen (mm): (a) sample preparation 

diagram and (b) sample size diagram 
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Fig.2  Cross section microstructures of commercially pure zirconium treated by USSP for different time: 

(a) 15 min, (b) 30 min, (c) 45 min, and (d) 60 min 
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Fig.3  Variation of thickness of plastic deformation layer and 

nano layer with USSP treatment time 
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Fig.4  X-ray diffraction patterns of original sample and commer- 

cially pure zirconium treated by USSP for different time 
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Table 2  Surface grain size, microdistortion and residual 

stress of commercially pure zirconium treated by 

USSP for different treatment time 

USSP treatment 

time/min 

Grain 

size/nm 

Microdistortion/ 

% 

Residual stress/ 

MPa 

15 61.9±12.6 0.313±0.0284 –197.6±12.6 

30 55.2±8.6 0.434±0.0279 –273.2±21.1 

45 40.2±7.4 0.711±0.0449 –314.1±11.4 

60 37.9±3.9 0.708±0.0222 –397.2±19.7 
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�´Mjw²` 

Fig.5  Variation curves of microhardness with depth to surface of 

commercially pure zirconium treated by USSP for diffe- 

rent time 
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Fig.6  Surface roughness of commercially pure zirconium samples 

treated by USSP for different time 
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  7  USSP:;¥¦��!567QRSX|�� 

Fig.7  Surface morphologies of zirconium samples treated by USSP for different time: (a) 15 min, (b) 30 min, (c) 45 min, and (d) 60 min 
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Table 3  Fatigue data of original samples and commercially 

pure zirconium samples treated by USSP for diffe- 

rent time 

Fatigue life, N/cycle 

σ

max 

/ 

MPa 

Original 

specimen 

USSP- 

15 min 

USSP- 

30 min 

USSP- 

45 min 

USSP- 

60 min 

355 2 000 000 - - - - 

372 607 510 2 000 000 - - - 

390 421 732 754 234 2 000 000 - 2 000 000 

400 362 103 453 201 812 301 2 000 000 1 123 544 

410 306 173 361 234 542 123 923 541 893 245 

418 - - 462 468 791 434 - 

427 - - 413 568 655 961 - 

445 220 154 251 246 375 412 543 251 432 565 

464 155 047 172 451 265 741 351 244 283 213 

482 132 434 168 312 135 421 151 452 144 364 

500 112 050 124 855 104 235 135 014 125 176 
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Fig.8  S-N curves of original sample and zirconium treated by 

USSP for different time 
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Fig.9  Fatigue life of zirconium under different average loading 

stress 
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Fig.10  Fatigue fracture morphologies of commercially pure 

zirconium: (a) USSP-45min and (b) original sample 
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Effect of Ultrasonic Shot Peening on Tensile-Tensile Fatigue 

Properties of Commercially Pure Zirconium 
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Abstract: Ultrasonic shot peening (USSP) was used to treat commercially pure zirconium and its tension-tension fatigue properties were 

studied. The microstructure and surface hardness of the samples were characterized by optical microscopy (OM) and microhardness tester, 

respectively. The grain size, micro distortion and residual stress of sample surface were analyzed by X-ray diffractometer (XRD). The results 

show that after USSP treatment, the grain size is refined to the nano scale, and the residual compressive stress, surface roughness and hardness 

of the surface increase with prolonging the USSP time. USSP treatment can significantly increase the fatigue limit, which increases to the 

maximum 400 MPa of the sample treated by USSP for 45 min from 355 MPa of original commercially pure zirconium, with the increment of 

11.2%. The lower the loading stress is during fatigue loading, the more obviously the fatigue life increases by USSP treatment. 

Key words: USSP; roughness; fatigue property; fracture morphology 
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